San Diego Community College District

PROPOSITIONS S & N PROJECT FACT SHEET
Green Building Policy and Major Renovation Standards
The SDCCD’s Green Building Policy and Major Renovation Standards apply to occupied buildings with a footprint of
7,500 square feet or greater. The policy calls for four key performance goals:
• Formal pursuit of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification
• Exceed California’s energy efficiency standards for new construction by at least 10%
• 10% of the energy utilized by the project must be renewable with at least 5% of the total project’s energy
generated on‐site and the balance supplied by utility companies as green power
• Achieve at least 75% waste diversion of construction and demolition debris
Additionally, new construction shall incorporate life‐cycle costing, an integrated design approach, as well as
commissioning and facility performance evaluations.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEEDTM) Certification
LEEDTM is an internationally recognized green building certification system, providing third‐party verification that a
building was designed and built using strategies aimed at improving performance in five key areas:
• Energy savings
• Water efficiency
• Reduction of CO2 emissions
• Improved indoor environmental quality
• Stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their impacts
The certification levels are Platinum, Gold, Silver and Certified. SDCCD is on track to obtain 30 LEED Certifications,
more than any other entity in San Diego County, including 11 Gold certifications, 17 Silver, one Certified and one
Platinum, the highest designation possible and the first for a local higher education institution.
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SDCCD requires all new projects and major
renovations to exceed California’s Energy
Efficiency Standards for new construction
by at least 10%. We do this through the
use of high‐efficiency fixtures, and exterior
wall, window, door and roof systems that
help conserve energy.

SDCCD requires all new projects
and major renovations to divert
at least 75% of all construction
waste and demolition debris
from our local landfills. Diversion
rates at some projects have
exceeded 90%.
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Renewable Energy
Ten percent of the energy utilized by all new construction projects
must be renewable, with at least five percent of the total project’s
energy generated on site, and the balance supplied by utility
companies as green power.
Data from the California Center for Sustainable Energy show that
the District is generating more renewable energy than any other
higher education institution in SDG&E territory. Of the 7.718
megawatts (MW) installed or pending installation under the
California Solar Initiative, SDCCD constitutes 2.367 MW of the
total. Combined, installations across the District represent the
generation of 4,876,129 kilowatt hours (kWh) of renewable
energy each year. According to the US Environmental Protection
Agency, this is the equivalent of:
• Saving more than 3,500 metric tons of CO2 emissions each year
• Recycling 1,200 tons of waste instead of sending it to a landfill
• Carbon sequestered by 718 acres of pine trees each year
• Keeping 661 cars off of San Diego roadways each year
• Powering a family‐sized car for four million miles
• Heating 235 homes for a year
The District’s solar installations include a vertical array on the
Career Technology Center parking structure at City College – the
largest of its kind in the country.
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Clean and Green for 2012
Several new initiatives are in place for 2012. These include:
• Installation of 16 new charging stations for electric vehicles throughout
the District, part of ECOtality’s nationwide EV Project deploying electric
vehicles and charge infrastructure in 18 major cities. The charging
stations provide access to the Blink Network, an online program that
allows drivers to remotely schedule and charge their vehicles.
EV Charging Station at Mesa College

• Installation of a solar thermal heating system for the Hourglass Aquatic
Complex at Miramar College, saving more than 31,500 therms per year
at a cost savings of $27,700 annually or $1.9 million over 30 years.
• Construction of a Thermal Energy Storage (TES) tank for the Central
Plant at Miramar College, resulting in energy savings of more than
764,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) per year and cost savings of $190,000
annually or $13 million over 30 years.

Thermal Energy Storage at Miramar College

• The use of Smart Metering digital devices that measure electricity and
energy usage multiple times per day, providing timely and meaningful
information about when and where energy consumption is at its
highest. This can help users better monitor energy usage and
implement energy‐saving techniques.
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